Cleaning up the Mess

To my elected Senators -

You are able to stand in Congress today because America has been blessed with courageous leadership when courage was required. Among those leaders is President Dwight Eisenhower who managed American leadership in the turmoil of a post war world. His vision and steadfastness came from his years of loyal service guided by the values of the United States which he imbued into all he did.  He was at the time of his entry into politics the Supreme Allied Commander of NATO, and was heavily occupied with assuring that the peace that came with a hard fought and costly victory in World War Two would be maintained through cooperation and a determined presentation of strength among the allies that would act as a deterrent to aggression. At the time of the D-Day invasion of Europe, he prepared two speeches, one declaring a successful invasion. The other speech was an admittance that a sufficient beachhead had not been secured in the Cherbourg - Lehavre area and that he withdrew the troops. In that second speech, which he fortunately never gave, he took full responsibility for the failure of the invasion.
And that is why I call forth his name and memory. In 1952 as a candidate for the Presidency, at a time when we were in a bitter and costly struggle in Korea, eventually to lose more than 53,000 Americans, he said he deplored ".. the incompetence of political leaders, which made military action necessary... Democracies,” he continued, “cannot afford the luxury of assigning armies of soldiers to go around picking -up after their statesmen."
You are now in debate over a treaty, and however you may want to characterize what you are debating, it is a treaty. It is a treaty that deals with an uncertain future. You have been told by our President that the only alternative to this treaty is war. That is not true. There is an alternative, one that is in place and is working, one that is limiting the ability of Iran to develop nuclear weapons, one that is limiting their ability to fund their allied terrorist armies. Some of you have been to war, and I am sure you fear what war brings, and I am sure you fear the war that this treaty will bring. Our Secretary of State, our Vice President and our President have all said that the outcome of this treaty cannot be guaranteed. Well, if these men are taken at their word, then you must look at what they have presented. They have taken from us a path that, while not perfect, was effective, and they are replacing it with one that will yield a richer, less fettered Iran, betting on the hope that a less punished Iran will join the community of nations as a peaceful member. I do not believe we can gamble with such odds, when so many lives are at stake. 
In an earlier time of turmoil and tribulation in our history, there was another courageous American who also did not mince words, Patrick Henry. Speaking to a hostile House he told his fellow countrymen,
“he had but one lamp by which his feet were guided; and that was the lamp of experience. He knew of no other way of judging of the future but by the past."
And if I may be so bold, I will paraphrase and ask what Henry would have asked were he here today. "Judging by the past, what there has been in the conduct of Iran for the last thirty years, to justify those hopes with which certain of you Senators have been pleased to solace yourselves? Are not the disruptive actions of Iran in all parts of the Middle East, the chants "Death to Israel" and "Death to America", and the hundreds of American deaths directly attributed to the Iranian Quds Force in the late war in Iraq enough evidence to give us pause of what the future may bring? 

I believe that is more of a certainty than a possibility, that as a result of this treaty a reinvigorated, wealthier Iran that will more easily arm and supply terrorist groups already supported by them. With this treaty, Iran will eventually have nuclear weapons. It will have strengthened its military. It will have missile delivery systems capable of reaching not only Israel, and all of the Middle East and Europe, but the United States. Under this treaty there will be conflict, and this conflict will, as assuredly as Neville Chamberlain's Munich treaty with Hitler brought war, so will this treaty bring war. Those who have concocted this treaty to prevent what they myopically see as a path to immediate war, have in fact written a treaty that will inevitably bring greater war, because like the postponed war with the Axis powers, the war that this treaty eventually brings will be with a strengthened Iran, an Iran with stronger, better armed allies than it now has.

Are those of you in this Congress who support this treaty, will you, like President Eisenhower, be willing to take full responsibility for your actions? Will you when the war that you are bringing on, and it will most assuredly come, and our troops are in harms way and dieing, cleaning up the mess made by this political body, will you, wherever you may be in several years, stand and pray for the souls of those who will have made the sacrifices that must come from this bad deal, and will you then take responsibility for your actions? I ask you to vote against this treaty because I know it is creating that ‘picking-up after our statesmen’ that President Eisenhower warned us about.
